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SOLD $31,200 SOLD $32,400 


Through every step of the process from 
appraisal to the actual auction we will be... DEDICATED TO YOU & YOUR COLLECTION 


SOLD $16,800 SOLD $19,200 
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3712 W. SCENIC AVE., MEQUON, WISCONSIN 53092 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 OR E-mail: Bedvibr80r@aol.com 


Messaae from Our President.... 


Hello again! The weekend of the Chi- 
cagoland Show this past April was really 
a busy weekend for COCA. Our semi-an- 
nual meeting, held Thursday evening at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, was attended by almost 
100 members and featured Craig Bierman, 
owner of Speed & Sport Chrome Plating, as 
our guest speaker. Craig’s presentation on 
polishing and plating was very informative 
and gave many of us new insights into what 
is involved in getting the quality outcomes 
we all expect when restoring our vintage 
machines. While many of us have mastered 
several crafts in learning to restore our col- 
lections, plating is one that we all have to 
send out. For those of us who have heard 
stories of disappointing results when send- 
ing out parts for plating and wondered how 
it happens, Craig’s detailed description of 
all of the steps necessary to ensure a perfect 
outcome, complete with examples of conse- 
quences of platers skipping crucial steps to 
save cost, gave us a better understanding of 
how to choose a plating shop wisely. Thanks 
Craig, for the great presentation! 

Friday evening of the show weekend 
brought our gala event, ‘An Evening at 
Place de la Musique’, a trip to Jasper and 
Marian Sanfilippo’s estate. Our evening 
began with a lovely catered dinner in the 
carousel building, home to the magnifi- 
cent Eden Palais carousel, several ornate 
American and European fairground and 
dance hall organs, towering clocks, steam 
engines, restored railway cars, and numer- 
ous other mechanical antiques. Following 
dinner, we toured The Victorian Palace, their 
44.000 square foot mansion, and home to 
their world renowned collection of mechani- 
cal music and coin operated machines, great 
architectural pieces, and art glass lamps. 
The evening ended in the music room with 
a short concert played on the world’s largest 
Wurlitzer theater organ. Thanks once again 
to Jasper and Marian Sanfilippo for opening 
their home and allowing us to experience 
their magnificent collection. I’m sure all 


who attended enjoyed themselves and are 
looking forward to returning. 

Our next major event is COCA’s 2014 
Annual Convention, scheduled for October 
24-26, 2014 in Florida. This year’s host 
hotel is the Wyndham Deerfield Beach 
Resort, an oceanfront hotel located in the 
heart of Deerfield Beach and conveniently 
located close to all of the collections we will 
be visiting during the convention. Special 
convention room rates are available, but be 
sure to make reservations early if you plan 
to attend since rooms are limited. For more 
info on the convention, view our convention 
flyer accompanying COCA Times or visit 
www.coinopclub.org. 

I would like to remind everyone that we 
are accepting nominations for the C.O.C.A. 
Hall of Fame to be considered for this year’s 
awards. The award is presented annually 
at C.O.C.A.’s fall meeting to one or more 
individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to the hobby of collecting 
coin operated machines. Nominations for 
award recipients will be accepted from any 
individual who is a Member in Good Stand- 
ing (as defined in the Association’s bylaws) 
at the time of the nomination. Nominations 
should include a written statement from 
the individual making the nomination as 
to the qualifications of the nominee and 
must be received by September Ist to be 
considered for 2014. Nominations can be 
made using the ‘Contact Us’ form on our 
website, www.coinopclub.org, or by email 
to president@coinopclub.org. For nominees 
who were submitted but not selected for 
2013, they will remain on the list for future 
consideration. 


Hope to see you at the convention! 


Doug Cain 

COCA President 
330.837.2265 
president@coinopclub.org 
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There is a place in Reno where you 
can see Billy the Kid’s rifle, Buffalo 
Bill’s saddle, the original Great Seal of 
the State of California, a mechanical 
lady who plays a harp and eighty-five 
fine old antique slot machines. It is 
called Harrah’s Pony Express Mu- 
seum, and visiting it is like taking a 
journey into the Old West. 


The Museum in an Ice House 


In 1920, W. Parker Lyon opened his 
Pony Express Museum in South Pas- 
adena, near Los Angeles, California. 
The museum soon outgrew its build- 
ings, and it was moved to a much 


larger compound in Arcadia, Califor- 
nia, across from what is now Santa 
Anita Race Track. 

Years later, the W. Parker Lyon Pony 
Express Museum was purchased by 
William Harrah. Frank Harper, Assist- 
ant Services Supervisor at the museum 
for the past year, says that the building 
now housing the collection was built in 
the early nineteen hundreds as an ice 
house. “As a matter of fact,” Harper re- 
lates, “it was used for that up until 
1958. We took it over in 1962 and 
opened it to the public as an automobile 
museum. We opened the Pony Express 
Museum shortly thereafter.” 
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More Than a Business Interest 


Harper has more than a business in- 
terest in the collection. He says, “I’ve 
always been interested in artifacts of 
the Old West. As a matter of fact, [have 
a small collection of them myself. We 
have a lot of artifacts in the bar area 
here at the auto collection, and while 
tending bar I became engrossed in 
their beauty and historical signifi- 
cance.” 


Harper’s own collection contains 
items such as old mechanical banks, 
Indian artifacts, slot machines and Sti- 


rling silver. 

Harper started working for Harrah’s 
nineteen years ago as a bartender in 
the auto collection, and a year ago 
transfered to his present job. He takes 
care of “anything that has to do with 
the public.” 

Harper estimates the size of the mu- 
seum is 2000 square feet. There must be 
hundreds of pieces on display. 


What to Grab First 


Given an imaginary fire in the place, 
what one thing would Harper save 
first? “I think I would pull out Billy the 
Kid’s rifle, Ben Halliday’s rifle and 


Isis, which I believe was built in the 
1910s or 20s.” 
Isis is an extraodinary machine, ac- 
cording to Don Britt, an associate of 
the late Mr. Harrah. It was donated by 
a Dr. Nixon, and Britt describes it as, 
“The musical gal with the tiger. She’s a 
goddess who plays a harp.” Harper 
goes on to explain that you could sup- 
posedly speak to the machine and ask 
it to play one of over 3,000 tunes. No 
one knows exactly how this was done, 
but one cannot help but speculate. 
Billy the Kid’s rifle was donated to 
the museum back in the 30s by the 
daughter of the man to whom the Kid 


For many collectors the floor machines represent the zenith of their collecting career. These two beauties would be welcome in any collection. 
The Caille PUCK, shown on the left, was adapted from the Mills OWL, probably the most copied slot machine of all time. PUCKs were 
manufactured between 1898 and 1901, first by the Illinois Machine Company and then by Caille-Schiemer. The OWL had a five slot coin head, 
but the PUCK could take six coins, and is, in fact, the oldest six slot machine made. The name is derived from the Puck Weekly, a popular humor 
magazine, and probably was calculated to encourage people to think it was fun to play. Most PUCKs have heads that are cracked or missing, 
thanks to the practice of hitting a head with a sledge hammer to put the machine out of commission. The PUCK in the Harrah’s collection is 
complete and in beautiful condition. The 1905 Caille FORTY -FIVE featured a form of mechanical roulette. It was a beautiful machine with 
lots of cast metal on it. It was probably named as it was because there were 45 possible stopping positions on the wheel although some insist 
that the popular Colt .45 “six-gun’”’ was capitalized upon. 


himself had given it. the imaginary fire is the original carv- Britt says that the seal was found in 
Another thing Harper would con- ing of the Great Seal of the State of a bank vault in San Francisco in 1932. 
sider grabbing on his mad escape from California. Nobody knows how it got there. And 


though nobody is 100% certain that 
this is the authentic first carving, no 
other carving has ever surfaced, and 
this one has all the distinguishing 
marks of the sculptor who was sup- 
posed to have carved it. The seal was a 
gift to Mr. Lyon from someone whose 
name has been lost. 

The seal originally hung in the Se- 
nate Building of what was then the ca- 
pitol of California, San Jose, during 
the 1850 session. 


A man named Balzar, a governor of 
Nevada in earlier days, donated the 
gold scale that was used in the Dayton, 
Nevada Wells Fargo office to weigh 
gold brought in by prospectors during 
the gold rush. 

Dayton, Nevada also owned a Silsby 
Steamer fire engine. It put out fires 
around the turn of the century. It has 
been completely restored, and could 
put out fires today if it had to. The 
Silsby Steamer, now at Harrah’s, was 
on display in the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion during the American Bicentenial. A passing young lady pauses to ponder a Mills FOUR BELLS. The Mills is a floor console built 

“l’m very fond of the whole collec- in 1940, and could take on four players at once. 
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The rare Mills DUPLEX is always worth another look, and here it is. The angular photograph 
shows the non-flat front—a feature most other floor machines do not have. 


RACES was built by the Superior Confection 
Company in 1935. It came in two versions, 
one racing dogs, the other racing horses. 
The mechanism was esentially Watling and 
resembled a Jennings LITTLE DUKE on its 
back; and though it was complicated and 
seemingly unwieldly, RACES was fun to 
play. It was manufactured for about four 
years. This beautiful example is on display in 
the Harrah’s collection. 

tion,” says Harper, “and I hopeit stays 
together.” 

Britt reports that there are eighty- 
five fully restored slot machines on dis- 
play in the Pony Express Museum, and 
thirty more that are being restored at 
this time. The restoration of the slot 
machines is done by the Harrah’s slot 
department, supervised by Gino 
Ghigerri. 

The museum intends to display more 


This is the mechanism of the Mills DUPLEX. 
Note the simplicity of the mechanism as 
compared to the complexity of the detailing 
on the outside of the machine. Compare this 
with the opposite case in the construction of 
the McDonald BANNER. 


Frank Harper looks as if he’s about totry his 
luck on one of the modern slot machines 
ready for gaming enthusiasts in the lobby 
appended to the Pony Express Museum. 
These are the only machines visitors to the 
collection are allowed to play; but the good 
news is that they pay better than the old- 
fashioned ones on display. 


machines as they are restored. 
Lyon Guarding the Goods 


Mr. Lyon did not collect all the exhib- 
its himself. Other people with interests 
similar to his donated artifacts from 
their own collections, or artifacts that 
they themselves had found. 

Lyon owned Lyon Van and Storage. 
He used to go out to ghost towns in the 
gold country with his trucks and “just 
collect anything that was lying about,” 


The interior of the BANNER was a compli- 
cated arrangement of levers, springs and 
wheels, while its exterior was almost aus- 
tere. Things were just the opposite in the 
Mills DUPLEX. 
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The McDonald BANNER was first manufactured in 1900. Here, one could bet on up to six 
colors and watch the wheel spin and listen to the music play. The odds are easy to figure onthe 
old single wheel floor machines since one needs only to count up the number of colors and mul- 
tiply the number of colors by the payout, This number, compared to the number of possible 
stopping positions determines the machine's odds. 


This is another look at the 1902 Mills 
DUPLEX. David Mead points to one of the 
colored coin slots into which a player could 
insert a nickel to bet on which of the five 
colors on the spinning wheel would pay off. 
Two people could play at once. 


says Britt. There are several stories 
about his over-loaded trucks. 

Britt goes on to say, “The important 
thing is that Lyon was the first to col- 
lect any of this Western stuff. Everyb- 
ody else condidered it junk.” 

The president of American Express, 
the company that bought out Wells 
Fargo, gave Lyon a letter he’d carry 
around to Wells Fargo offices—now 
American Express offices—in Califor- 
nia. The letter said that anything hav- 
ing the words Wells Fargo on it could 
be given to Mr. Lyon. “So that’s how he 
got all the stuff that was marked Wells 
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Nora Mead points to the pointer, an unusual feature of this Berger OSHKOSH. Most machines 
use arrows for indicating winners, but this machine uses a polished metal hand with a pointing 
finger. Oddly enough, the OSHKOSH and most other Berger machines were electrified. 
Because electricity was hard to find in 1897 when Berger began to produce the OSHKOSH, it 
ran on batteries. All the Berger machines were named after pieces of American real estate, and 
were very similar. Collectors find that the ancient electric mechanism keeps wearing out, but 
the fact these early machines are electric, and battery operated at that, has made them increas- 


ingly popular with collectors. 


Fargo. He got strong boxes and docu- 
ments and you name it.” 

The reason American Express did 
this of course, was that while realizing 
Wells Fargo was part of Americn his- 
tory, they didn’t want anything 
around with the old company name on 
it. 


One can picture Mr. Lyon out in the 
field dressed in his cowboy duds, 
rounding up odd bits of the Old West 
under the nose of interlopers, theives 
and hostile Indians. 

Actually, according to Britt, who has 
read much of Mr. Lyon’s correspon- 
dence and records, Lyon was a pretty 


These vintage photographs, on display in the Pony Express Museum, were taken in the early 1900s somewhere in northern Nevada. Electricity 
was new and the popular card game was faro. Note the Chinamen—identified by the single braid of hair hanging from the back of the head of 
each one—on the far left and far right of the left hand photograph, showing that the gaming rooms were integrated if nothing else. The China- 
men were “left” after building the transcontinental railroad, and many were attracted to the Nevada gold and silver mines where they were 
employed at low wages. Gambling was basic in those days, without the amenities the contemporary casino player expects. 
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Frank Harper looks fondly through the 
front window at old chips, cards and other 
gambling paraphernalia on display at the 
Harrah’s Pony Express Museum. 


“mundane fellow.” He was never 
threatened or shot at or anything like 
that. Collecting the Americana was it- 
self an adventure. 

Lyon’s chief interest was in Pony Ex- 
press memorabilia. He would buy it, 
swap it, trade it. Britt said, “He’d get it 
any way hecould. If he found any lying 
around, he’d sure pick it up.” 


The Old West Lives 


Every few years someone goes over 
the collection to do routine mainte- 
nance. The pieces in the collection are 
originals and will fall apart on their 
own eventually if somebody doesn’t 
take care of them. But there is not much 
upkeep necessary. 

Security is basic and effective. Came- 
ras are everywhere in the museum, and 


the pictures go to Harper’s office. There 
are also the usual alarms on each case. 

More than three hundred thousand 
people visit the Pony Express Museum 
every year. The Pony Express Mu- 
seum, part of Harrah’s Automobile 
Collection is open to the public from 
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Memorial Day 
through Labor Day, and from 9:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. otherwise. 

In addition to the exibits named 
above, the museum has on display orig- 
inal Wells Fargo Overland Stage- 
coaches, Buffalo Bill’s saddle and In- 
dian artifacts and weapons. 

The Pony Express museum is a spec- 
tacular journey into the past of the 
American West. Anyone traveling to 
the West coast ought to make sure they 
don’t miss it. 


A Partial List of Coin-Operated Machines in the Harrah Collection 


Trade Stimulators 


1893 The Bicycle (6¢) ...0.... 0.2... 
1900: Draw Poker (5¢) ...0.0..5..... 
1932) Freeplay (66). oo ee ek 
1935 “SG Mer aes ok caeiss ove 
ES SSE SSS eed Bate OS Se 
1940 Sparks Gum Vender......... 
1938 Roulette Gum Ball (5¢) ...... 
1524 TReERD CLO): coin acini See aes 


1928 3 in 1 Dice Game (5-10-25¢) 


Floor Machines 


1897 OCrahicoaht (BO) osc. os be ok 
1898 Puck (5¢) ...... es ual poke oe 
1889: Dewey (OO) ok ove es news 
TOGO ar OP oe ss on w x Sv cee oe 
1901 New Century Music Detroit (5¢) Caille-Schiemer 
1902 De WO CAB): vssisicice eves as ere eee 
1902 Duplex-Ten Way............. 
1902 20th Century soci ecc ssc. 
1903. The Bie Sik: 2.05.5 aa eke... 
EO04 Coieket (50) 2d ee er es. 
POOR BOHDEE(OG) 7.6 acs ese ce se 
1905 Helipsé (250). aes ce ese. 
1907 Peerless Roulette (25¢) ....... 
TOO CGRCR UT CO) 65 Soe os 
1907 Caentanr (AG) occ ee lewepe ee 
1907: Centaur (506)... oss... eens. 
£9359 Century: (O00) < icc. 06s ceca. 
TO05 Forty-Pive (256): ..6 cc cicke ae 
1907 Twin Centaur (25-50¢) ....... 
1907 Twin Centaur (5¢) ...... a,c 
1907 Twin Centaur (25¢) .......... 


Counter-Top Models 


1907 Check=Boy (5¢) .............. 
1911 Operators Bell (1¢) .......... 
1911. Operators: Bell (6¢) .......... 
1926 Front OKO). oosec cae... 
1929: Front ORA(S@)) occ os os ioe... 
1931 Double Jackpot (5¢) ......... 
1931 Latte Duke Ge). cocci. 


1931 Jackpot Gumball Vender (5¢) ............. Mills 
Seen at Bin 1932 Silent BOK. Vender (50)... 5.00.05. .0 
oe Watling TOGA PSUDOL ASCE fi ho Geet cies waa Mills 
ane he Daval 1932 Super Triple 10)... on on chee ns ees c OCIA 
pe hee: Boe 19383 Golden Bell Gy coc Gis oe eos 3 
ae Havel 1933 Caille Silent Sphinx (5¢)........ Fuller-Johnson 
Sok eee Cenetchen 1933 Watling Baby Gold Award (5¢) ........ Watling 
tere Ps hint 1933 Little Duke (1¢)....................... Jennings 
ae Charles Fey 1934 Century Vender (5@)0:. 2. 6. cca. cc. .. Jennings 
Cee Charles Fey 1934 Dutchess Veneer el 2s eo as Jennings 
1934 Silent Jackpot Bell (War Eagle) (10¢) ..... Mills 
1984 Treaster tae! 2 ose oe a. cae Watling 
Bone T9BH CORICUERG) oooh ae iret sin hi oye ss vw rete ace Pace 
Sai catkies aug Caille 19385 Bantam Bell Nee ch ch bean a ces ee Oe 
Mic aan ey =e Mills 1935 Bantam Mints (10¢) eee Pace 
cy seni MeDonal d 1935 Races (6€) .2...<...«.....,.. Superior Confection 
erg 1935 Dice trae te) eo oe eo eae oo cw dein ewe 
Mills 1935 Extraordinary PUREE GLC). 5. « nic nce xen pees Mills 
ene ne ee Mills 1935 Caille Dough Boy (25¢) ......... Fuller-Johnson 
tS SNS Mills 1986> Mirella. obo. is cn bce t . Pe Oley 
a Sia een Ww eli 1936 Q.T. Bell (1¢) pevieit ce ws et gee ae eect meee eneeg BERLE 
a lacs eae 1936 Roll-A-Top (25¢) ..................+.... Watling 
oP oe ae Oe Caille 1936 Black Cherry CLM so es oa Oe Mills 
ee ae Caille ROSE tL DOHA). wn. cea sc co « on misono 
* Se meaerae n o a Caille 1937 Console Aristocrat (25¢) ..............Jennings 
sii ate he Caille TOSS Doula Pell (6-250) | osc cai ccs ea a OY 
ee Caille 1938 Columbia Deluxe (10¢)............... Groetchen 
Ee ee ae Caille 1938 Triplex Chief Bell (5-10-25¢)........... Jennings 
wrarates Siaa a Mills 1939 Caille Cadet (10¢) .............. Fuller-Johnson 
malas Sci 2 Caille $940 Chivome @21. (06) cs. cascade ceaca sence cs MALES 
peda Tay ieee Caille 1940 Comet (10¢) Bis a's Bae wince lio Sie es ee 
SRI Sar Se Caille 1907 Dice Game (25¢) .......5.<..3,.... Royal Novelty 
See ee Caille 1912 O.K. Guin Vender os oe 
SSereen ee 1932 Silent Bell (5¢) .......... Bull Durham Novelty 
19382 Double sackpot (Zoe). 0. Charles Fey 
: RST CTVROMO CGN) oe ek eg ee ys Pace 
Bess eee pein Mills 1941 Caille Cadet Bonus Mystery (5¢) Fuller-Johnson 
siemens owe cies Mills 1916 Gun Venter .. osc. Wate 
‘we uae ee Mills 
re, Mills Floor Consoles 
A Na RO ee ity 4-Bells Console (66) cc... 4 sens baie bk ecik ee 
ita ete Caille 
Be lee as Jennings Ali data supplied by Harrah’s Auto Collection. 


Julia’s recent toy, doll & advertising auction was a tremendous success, showing strong prices in nearly every category. The auction boasted a stellar 
offering that ranged from early American tin to clockwork automotive toys, fine French & German dolls, antique advertising, salesman samples, and much more. Despite 
changes to the market in recent years, fresh to the market, quality iterns that are conservatively estimated are still performing admirably. For over 40 years, Julia's has been at 
the forefront of the auction world, regularly handling quality estates and collections with aplomb. Our sterling reputation for honest and fair dealing, elegant presentation and 
the finest catalogs in the industry, combined with proven results including a great number of world auction records, and the most competitive commission rates in the industry 
means the greatest net return to you the consignor. We are now accepting qué ality consignment for our fall Toy & Doll auction. Whether you have one item or an entire 
collection, please contact us today for a free, no- -obligation consultation. Be sure to ask about our special 0" seller's commission for expensive items. 
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Multiphone coin- Encore coin-op 


Rock-Ola 1937 World Series Caille Double slot w/ music cd ade ea bn Regina upright auto disc 
Baseball game (est. $35- 40,000) (est. $45-65,000) ps oe a foie 450-78 feo changer (est. $23-25,000) 
pape gee: 5,875 
SOLD $42,550 SOLD $80,500 SOLD $63, 250. SOLD $54, 625 SOLD $25,87: 


eseee _ as ea Hn ene nena 
—— 


é/ 


6 AG Ds Re SET EE 


Regina coin-op music box w/ Sweepstakes horse race Mills Brownie slot Sun Mfg. Co. Bicycle trade Mills perfume machine 
gum vendor (est. $9-1 1,000) game (est. $1,800-2,200) (est. $7-9,000) stimulator (est. $5,500-6,500) (est. $5-8,000) 
SOLD $9,775 SOLD $4,600 SOLD $9,775 SOLD $9,200 SOLD $9,200 
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Mills Baseball 
slot machine 
(est. $5,500-7 500) 


——e_ Bally Reliance dice game 
(est. $12-15,000) 


SOLD $16,100 


Regina Hexaphone B Mills shock Yellow Kid SOLD $9,200 
7 Champion jn. ae eect Lukat gambling machine 
coin-op sum vendor ee es ee 5 8 i patie (est. $15-20,000) . . Seller's. commission 
phonograph con gscon (StS ee SOLD $22,425 Selling ? () in eqs ets 
SOLD $8,850 : SOLD $17,250 SOLD $12,075 


Contact Andrew Truman or Julie Killam Tel: (207) 453-7125 Email: atd@jamesdjulia.com 


tits ameapan se & sah fs Jay Lowe, Rick Saxman, Dorothy McGonagle, Wes Pettingill, Ed Openshaw, Phelps Fullerton 
Massachusetts | www.jamesdjulia.com | Auctioneer: James D. Julia Lic#: ME:AR83 


Our club has held a national con- 
vention for the last 10 years. This 
year, 2014, we will visit sunny Flor- 
ida in October. What impact has the 
convention had on our club and what 
will the future hold for more national 
conventions? Perhaps we can look at 
how we got from 2004 to 2014 for the 
answers. 

During the 2003 Atlantic City An- 
tique show, COCA member Bill How- 
ard had a conversation with fellow 
COCA members and friends, Jackie 
and Ken Durham. AII three had seen 
each other at a recent mechanical bank 
convention and wondered if a coin-op 
convention would succeed. Bill called 
me when he got back to our home- 
town, Akron Ohio. He suggested that 
we meet as a group at my house to dis- 
cuss the idea. 

Soon we had a committee formed 
and the group “volunteered” me to be 
the first convention chairman. Every- 
one took on a task and plans for the 
first convention were underway. That 
first convention in Ohio had 5 collec- 
tions to tour in 2 days. Close to 90 at- 
tended. We had ano fee auction, room 
to room trading, a great hospitality 
room with open bar and snacks, along 
with breakfast, lunch, and a farewell 
banquet featuring a magician. All par- 
ticipants received a souvenir pin. 

This format was similar to what the 
mechanical bank club was doing at 
that time and continues to be the basic 
game plan. Any doubts of the conven- 
tion’s success were squelched when 
then COCA Treasurer, Dan Davids, 
told me during the convention that he 
was the lucky guy that had been “vol- 
unteered’ to chair the 2005 convention 
in California. 

After visiting L.A. in 2005 we 
went on to Wisconsin, Phoenix, New 


The COCA Convention, 10 Years Later 


by Bill Petrochuk 


York, San Francisco, Raleigh, Hous- 
ton, Minneapolis, and Boston. No two 
conventions have been alike, and in 
one way or another each has had some 
unique aspect that made it an outstand- 
ing experience. I am truly grateful to 
those that have continued to organize 
and coordinate and serve as hosts at 
our gatherings. 

Each convention has had a local 
chairman. I feel lucky and honored to 
have chaired 2 of them and attended 
9. Current COCA V.P., Marsha Blau 
has done a tremendous job as the of- 
ficial convention planner and coordi- 
nator for the last several years. Most 
conventions have had around 100 par- 
ticipants. A few members have been 
to all ten. About 300 individuals have 
attended at least one convention. This 
number includes members and their 
guests. 

About 80% of the participants at- 
tend as husband and wife. Although 
we have many female members, our 
club tends to be mostly a “guy” thing. 
The conventions provide a great plat- 
form for the ladies to get together and 
also enjoy a new destination for tour- 
ing with their mates. 

COCA membership has grown to 
almost 800. Yet despite our travels 
throughout the country, only a small 
percentage of you have attended a 
convention. So why haven’t more 
members been to a convention? 
Perhaps some members are happy 
enough just receiving 3 fabulous is- 
sues of “COCA Times Magazine” and 
enjoying our informative website or 
going to the meetings in Chicago. I 
think that there is much more to our 
club to be discovered. 

Those that do attend have found the 
social side of COCA. For most mem- 
bers the only way to make new coin- 
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op friends and get to know each other 
is at a convention. This opportunity is 
seldom seen at the hectic Chicagoland 
Show or at an auction. Additionally, 
when we meet at a convention, we 
are able to see machines that we have 
only seen in pictures, how they are 
displayed and sometimes purchase or 
sell a machine. 

It’s important to provide the op- 
portunity for new and old members 
that have never been to a convention 
to meet each other and see the great 
stuff that is out there. Our club will 
be stronger and continue to grow if 
we continue to gather with our fel- 
low coin-op enthusiasts, trade some 
stories, share great meals and maybe 
have the chance to buy and sell some 
coin-op! 

What does the future hold for 
COCA and the convention? Will we 
run out of new destinations that are 
suitable for successful conventions? 
Will we do a cruise or go to Canada or 
Europe? Will we retour some of the 
cities that we have been to? Will we 
have regional or local mini conven- 
tions? Or is there some other method 
that is in the cards? Anything is pos- 
sible, and I believe that it is vital to the 
future of COCA that we continue to 
meet in whatever format works. 

If you have never been to a conven- 
tion, I look forward to meeting you in 
Florida this October. If you would like 
to help organize a convention in your 
area or if you have any ideas, sugges- 
tions or questions please contact me 
at: http://www.coinopclub.org/contact 
I will be happy to pass your input on to 
Marsha Blau and the rest of the COCA 
executive board. 


VISITORS ELEOCKGTO 
PHEASANTS RUN RESORT FOR 
SEMIFANNUAL CHICAGOLAND 


ADVERTISING) SEOT MACHINE 
AND JUKEBOX 


By Jack Kelly 


While some folks fly 
off to a sunny climate for 
spring break, thousands 
of others set their sights 
on the Mega Center at the 
Pheasant Run Resort in St. 
Charles, IIl., 35 miles west 


of Chicago. 
The big event was the 
semiannual Chicagoland 


Advertising, Slot Machine 
and Jukebox Show on 
April 4,5 and 6, which 
has become known as “the 
biggest event of its kind in 
the world.” 

And because it was 
spring break, many young- 
sters out of school joined 
family members in brows- 
ing through the indoor and 
outdoor event. 

One of the most unusual 
and expensive items at the show was a 7-foot-tall 1907 
Multiphone that could play a selection of 24 cylinder 
records at your home for just 5 cents per tune — and 
a takeaway price of $135,000. The elegantly restored 
sweeping design mahogany wood machine was shown 
by Paul Baker of Buffalo, NY. 

Another dealer, known for unusual and expensive 
items, wowed show goers yet again. Frank Zygmunt 
Jr., of Westmont, Ill., pointed with pride to his early 
and rare 1900s Mills double Violano 67 oak case mu- 


The show promoters offer up smiles for the camera around the 

coin- operated machines displayed by Soda Springs of Sandwich, I11. 
They include from right, 17-year-old Sam Traynoff, Kevin and Dawn 
Greco, and Sams parents, Bob and Penny Traynoff. 


sic machine. The 68 by 33 by 
47-inch piece was recently 
purchased from an Idaho 
music museum where it had 
played since the 1940s. Chi- 
cagoland buyers could take it 
home for $80,000. Sixty five 
slot machines in Zygmunt’s 
booth were priced from $700 
to $25,000. 

Golfers with deep pock- 
ets checked out the 56-inch- 
tall cast iron 1924 Chester 
Pollard “Play Golf’ 5-cent 
arcade game offered for 
$14,000 by John Papa of 
National Jukebox Exchange 
in Mayfield, N.Y. Others 
stopped to enjoy the music 
playing on his 1942 war 
years Victory Wurlitzer an 
all wood jukebox priced at 
$7,500. 

“It’s one of only three known,” said John Carini of 
Milwaukee, Wis., pointing to a 14-inch-tall tin-base 
glass globe Alball gumball machine priced at $2,000. 
Music lovers hovered over his 1918 Garford Model 
E oak phonograph, all original with crank, priced at 
$650. 

“That’s an eye popper,” said one shopper, pointing 
to a shiny 23-inch-tall Challenger Peanut Machine with 
cup holder, offered for $1,195 by Sue and Randy Ra- 
zoog of Grand Rapids, Mich. At the same spot, a 1920s 


chewing gum tin display, with real 
packages of 5-cent gum and bear- 
ing the likeness of acute little girl, 
could be taken home for $1,395. 

Still another gumball machine, 
a 1930s Ohio Model 2, was shown 
by 30-year show veteran Jim Pur- 
sell of Herrin, Ill., priced at $650. 
He also offered a 1930s penny op- 
erated Steeple Chase horse race 
theme trade stimulator for $725. 

Gasoline advertising items 
at the show included a restored 
1930s Texaco 6-foot-tall Wayne 
brand gas pump that could stand 
proudly in your garage for $4,200. 
Dealer Randy Ross of Hampshire, 
Ill., said sales were “terrific” add- 
ing “Canadian buyers scooped up 
five of my seven restored pumps 
right away.” Meanwhile safe col- 
lectors checked out his restored 
30-inch-tall 1930s cast iron safe 
priced at $1,500. 


stored safes, “all over 100 years while shopping with her father at the Chicagoland show. 


old” were offered by dealer Bill 

Pilger of West Burlington, lowa. They could be taken 
home — and used for $2,895 each. A small fry shopper 
passing by with her Dad from Northbrook, III., chirped, 
“they’re cool.” 

At least two dealers offered automaton animated 
wind-up figures at the show. John Mahar of Saginaw, 
Mich., showed off a 26-inch-tall early 1900s Ger- 
man composition construction hotel bellhop priced at 
$3,900. Meanwhile a paper mache’ 18-inch-tall 1920s 
made-in-Germany advertising automaton could enter- 
tain you for $2,500 at the booth of Semyon Ilyashov, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

One of the most bizarre items for sale at the show 
may have been the 20-inch-long Robbin late 1700s 
graverobber’s flintlock pistol. Presented for sale for 
$3,000 by Bear Trap Trading Company, it was said to 
be rigged inside a casket to fire at an intruder 1f the lid 
was lifted after burial. 

Foot traffic halted at the booth of David Dennett 
of Grandville, Mich., for a close look at a 2-by 6-foot 
hand-painted 1920s canvas and advertising “Aballo the 
Magician” showing a turbaned performer. Dennet said 
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he found the sign “hanging 
over the wall above a bed at an 
estate sale.” And added, “You 
can do the same for $1,295.” 

An unusual 7-by 12-inch 
chromed Coca Cola light-up 
sign advertising the soft drink 
and the words “Air Condi- 
tioned Inside” was displayed 
by Keith Stelter of Niles, 
Mich., and priced at $695. The 
veteran outdoor dealer moved 
indoors for the indoor show 
and also offered a 14-inch-tall 
fancy deco chrome Nesbitt’s 
electric mixer with embossed 
advertising cup for $200. 

As usual there were many 
foreign shoppers who _ trav- 
eled to the semiannual event to 
browse and purchase items to 
take back overseas. 

It was a 9-hour flight to Chi- 
cago for first-timers Kim and 
Richard Dear of Lincolnshire, 
England. The couple agreed 
that they were “amazed at 

the amount of petroleum, radio and clock items at the 
show.” Asked if the couple would return, Richard 
smiled and said yes, adding, “As McDonalds would 
say, we’re loving it!” 

Among the many visitors at the show was Eric Yaro- 
limek, Pheasant Run Resort senior exposition sales 
manager, who stated, “We enjoy our relationship with 
the Chicagoland show and are amazed at the vast ar- 
ray of unusual items displayed by vendors.” He noted 
the early April event marked the 10-year anniversary 
of the Chicagoland Show at the resort’s Mega Center 
under the direction of the promotion team of Bob and 
Penny Traynoff and Kevin and Dawn Greco. Yarolimek 
added, “We look forward to many more years working 
with the promotion team.” The event itself began 34 
years ago at another location. 

The next Chicagoland Advertising Slot Machine and 
Jukebox Show will be held Nov. 14, 15 and 16. 

Dealers can get information from co-promoter Bob 
Traynoff at 1-847-244-9263. Show information is 
available from co-promoter Kevin Greco at 1-815-353- 
1593 and at www.chicagolandshow.com. 


more photos on next page 


A rare 20-inch-long late 1700s grave 
robber ¥ flintlock gun was priced at $3,000. 
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For a $14,000 investment — and five cents per play, you 


could test your skills on the cast iron Chester Pollard Play 


Golf game shown by John Papa of Mayfield, N.Y. 


An unusual 7-by 
12-inch light-up 
Coca Cola sign from 


dealer Keith Stelter &@ j Al p 
from Niles, Mich., ; 


could light up at | CON D ITIO 
your home for $695. —— 
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A rare “one of three 
known” 14-inch-tall tin 
gumball machine carried 
a price tag of $2,000 at 
the booth of John Carini, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Dealer Paul Baker of Buffalo, NY, 
pauses for a moment beside his 
1907 Multiphone, priced $135,000 
at the Chicagoland show. 


Kim and Richard 
Dear of Lincolnshire, 
England took a 
9-hour flight for their 
first-time visit to the 
Chicagoland show. 


An early 1900s Mills 
GCARECTES oak case double 
ae Violano shown by 
Frank Zygmunt Jr. of a 
Westmont, Ill., could = 
play music at your 
place for $80,000. 
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2014 Annual Convention 


‘Boca ‘Raton, ‘Florida 
October 24 thru 26, 2014 


at the 
Wyndham Deerfield Beach Resort 


For more information, visit www.coinopclub.org 


t Cast Iron Into Golc 
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Johnny Duckworth (816) 835-3316 


www.kccoinop.com 
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Victorian Casino Antiques 
Presents a 3-Day Auction in Las Vegas 


September 19 21* 2014 


THE WILLIAM A. HARRAH COLLECTION 
The largest assemblage of quality coin- -operated machines 
ever to come to auction at one time 


Items will be viewable on our website! 


WWW. VCAAUCTION.COM 


For more information, please call or write to: 


VICTORIAN CASINO ANTIQUES 
4520 Arville Street, #1 
Las Vegas, NV 89103 
Phone - (702) 382-2466 
Fax - (702) 382-6513 
vca@lvcoxmail.com 


Items will be viewable on our website! 
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The Little Salesman 


The Lee-White Vending Company 


Roger Smith 


The Lee-White Vending Company of Brockport, New York, has always been something of an enigma. Bill 
Enes, who literally ‘wrote the book’ on vending, prided himself on researching the history of many of the vend- 
ing machine companies represented in his two books. When it came to the Lee-White Vending Machine Com- 
pany, he was stumped - he could find only one reference to the company in a Rochester City Directory from 
1905. (Brockport lies 20 miles northwest of Rochester.) The real story of the company and its founders in- 
volves tax havens, a grocer, a newspaper publisher, an assistant Secretary of State and a possible connection 
to another, more famous, Rochester vending manufacturer. 


The Lee-White Company 

The Lee-White Vending Machine Company of Brock- 
port, New York, was incorporated April 22, 1903, in 
South Dakota, after paying a $10 fee. South Dakota 
had been admitted to the Union as the fortieth state 
just 13 and a half years before and had written very 
favorable corporate tax laws as a way of attracting 
business to the new state. The state records indi- 
cate a capital stock of $3 million for the company, 
but it seems highly unlikely that this level of capi- 
talization was ever achieved. Of the five individuals 
listed as the original “directors” of the company, 
only three were from Brockport and most likely to 
have been directly associated with the company. 
The other two, Philip Lawrence and Marian Hoke, 
were from South Dakota and appear to have been 
added just for the purposes of registration. 

The first of these South Dakota signatories was 
Philip Lawrence. Philip was born in England, May 29, 
1842, and moved with his parents to Mineral Point 
Wisconsin, in June, 1843. After serving in the Grand 
Army of the Republic during the great Civil War, he 
eventually found his way to South Dakota. He was 
an active civil leader, assisting in constitutional con- 
ventions that lead to statehood. Once statehood 
was achieved, he served as Assistant Secretary of 
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This Beats New Jersey, 


Charters procored under South Dakota leawe 
for a few doliate. Write for Corpuration law, 


State. After stepping 
down from his post, he 
apparently made a very 
good living shepherding » | : I 
corporate registrations Volume 10, 1902 
through the state filing process. He must have 
made a good living for his name appears repeatedly 
an. as a registered agent for doz- 
| Affens of companies from mining, 
= © to land, to oil. A contemporary 
postal card of his home shows 
)Bthe fruits of his political influ- 
ip ence. 
™="'"=— The second South Dakota di- 


blanks. by-laws and forme to 
PHILIP LAWRENCE, 
tate Aseletant Seeretary of State. 
Haren, Hradle Co, Seath Dakota. 


||| rector, Marian Hoke, appears to 
have been added to the list at the last minute. (The 
type on the official forms is different for her name, 
suggesting a later addition.) Considering other 
state fillings, she apparently acted as a notary and 
representative for multiple companies, including 
among others, a soap maker and a brick and tile 
company. 

The real directors 


The three directors from Brockport who were clearly 
the real driving force behind the company were Willis 
S. Lee, Philip A. Blossom and George H. Davis. Each 


a civic or business leader with ties to Brockport, but 
none with any experience in the vending business. 


~ A new industry has been estab- 
lished in Brockport, under the name 
of the Lee-White Vending Machine 
company, Composed mainly of citi- 
zeus Of Brockport. It has been ioe 
corporated for the purpose ef manu- 
facturing, leasing and operating ano 
automatic penoy slot machine. 


e Holly Standard, Holly, ; 
Brockport itself was incorporated in 1829, taking 
its name from one of its earliest settlers, Heil 
Brockway. By the time Lee-White was being 
formed, it consisted of about 3,700 inhabitants and 
was the home of a high-fashion lady’s shoe factory 
(Moore-Shafer Shoe Factory), a wagon works, a pi- 
ano case factory and one of the largest of the State 
Normal Schools. (Normal Schools derive their name 
from the French phrase ecole normale. Predomi- 
nately teacher’s colleges, they were somewhat 
analogous to today’s junior colleges.) As a shipping 
point, Brookport had rail lines and the Erie Canal - all 
the requisites for starting a business. 
Staple and fancy groceries 


Willis S. Lee was born in 1868, in New York State. 
Willis teamed up with his brother, Charles, and with 
“scarcely a dollar to his name” started a small gro- 
cery store in Lockport, New York, in about 1893. 
1894, they moved their —=====WILLIS S. LEE, 
operation to Brockport 
and by the following 
year, Willis bought out 
his brother’s interest in 
the business. Through hard work, 
feconomy and enterprise he built his 
fbusiness and rose to be a Civic 

| leader. He was even called upon to 
Serve on the jury for a wrongful 
Edeath suit against the City of Roch- 
Ppester, in 1903. (The plaintiff failed 
E to prove their case.) Reportedly a 
self-effacing man, it is likely that Mr. 
Lee brought funding and access to some of the 
goods to be sold from the vending machines to the 
new business. Mr. Lee died May 13, 1935. 
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The entrepreneur 


The second Brockport Director of the new company, 
and the likely entrepreneurial force behind its or- 
ganization, was Peter A. Blossom. Peter traced his 
ancestry back at least 6 generations to Thomas 
Blossom, one of the leaders of the Pilgrim Church at 
Leyden and later the first Deacon of the Pilgrim 
Church of Plymouth, Massachusetts when that group 
arrived in the New World. Son of retired farmer Wil- 
liam R. Blossom and his wife, Gertrude, Peter was 
born in East Hamlin, New York, 
June 22, 1868. He pursued 
classical course and graduated 
from the Brockport Normal 
School in 1889, and the Uni- 
versity of Rochester, in 1895. 

Following his studies, Peter 
became the principal of the 
Albion High School in Brock- 
port. In 1896, Peter ran in the 
town elections for supervisor in 
Hamlin, but lost 273 to 55. 
Having had some experience with the pecheseer Uni- 
versity newspaper the Campus, in 1898, Peter 
bought The Republic newspaper, established in 
1856. The paper was a four-page, eight-column fo- 
lio that Peter quickly converted into the commu- 
nity’s leading paper. By 1922, the printing plant 
had been enlarged twice and the circulation tripled. 
Blossom would eventually go on to buy out the 

competing Brockport Democrat and serve two 
erms as the president of the New York State 
Press Association. By the time of his death on 
March 8, 1959, he was know as a civic leader 
land successful newspaperman, theater owner 
and car dealer. Peter Blossom brought money and 
prestige to the Lee-White Company. 
The final partner 
The final founding director of the Lee-White Vend- 
ing Machine Company, George Herbert Davis, Is 
much more enigmatic. Rochester City Directories 
provide two candidates for this founding partner; 
one a physician the other a mechanic. 

There is a George H. Davis listed as a physician in 
Rochester City Directories of this period. City direc- 
tories also indicate that George H. Davis arrived in 
1897, as a student at the University of Rochester, 


where he concluded his studies in 1901. His prac- 
tice at 71 Columbia Avenue, Rochester, appears 
only in the 1902 and ‘O03 City Directories, after 
which he moved to Hemlock, New York, roughly 20 
miles south of Rochester. There is no certainty that 
Rochester’s Dr. George H. Davis’ middle name was 
Herbert. 

The next candidate for the mystery director is an- 
other George H. Davis who was listed as an engineer, 
trimmer, laborer, millwright and foreman for a com- 
pany located at 255 N. Water Street for over 10 
years before Lee-White was formed. While no re- 
cord has been found to indicate with certainty what 
the company was, 15 individuals list the same ad- 
dress for their employment. These ranged from 
simple helpers (3) and laborers (4) to dynamo ten- 
ders (3), oilers (2), millwrights (2) and an engineer. 
This area of Rochester was a manufacturing area 
with lithographers, machine shops and iron foun- 
dries. (T.B. Dunn, Co., manufacturer of Sen Sen 
gum, was located at 111 N. Water Street.) It is 
probable that the company at this location was the 
Rochester Gas & Electric Company, confirmed on 
later maps. By 1907, George had entered the 
leather remnants business, which he continued to 
follow for more than ten years. Again, there is no 
certainty about Mr. Davis’ middle name. 

Which of these two candidates for Direc- 
tor of the Lee-White company (if either) 
was involved in the company may never be 
known: A physician could bring financial and 
prestige resources, or be the tie to the pat- 
ent medicines sold from these machines. A 
skilled manufacturing foreman could bring 
years of experience in fabrication. The real- 
ity is that neither of these individuals may 
have been the director; the physician was 
new to practice and had fleeting and few 
ties to the community, the laborer lacked 
managerial expertise. Most likely the exact 
identity of director George Herbert Davis 
will remain unknown. 


The Lee-White vendor 
The Lee-White vendor is an oak-sided two- 
column vendor with two coin entries and a 


single push rod to vend the products. It 
was designed and marketed as the “Little 


Salesman,” and vended peanuts and patent medi- 
cines in pasteboard boxes. Somewhat like the busi- 
ness model followed by the neighboring Pulver Com- 
pany, these machines were not sold __ Gl 

to the jobber, but rather lent with ee 
the understanding the all goods sold 
had to be supplied by the Lee-White 
company. 

At first glance this rare machine 
looks very familiar. There is a strik- 
ing resemblance to the 1904 first 
patent by Adolph Rydquist under his 
new company, the Ryede Specialty 
Works of Rochester. The Rydquist 
patent certainly has a similar look tg 
to the Lee-White machine, but the | |i =< 
similarities go even deeper. Both Z | 
the patent and the Lee-White ma- GS iii) — 
chine have a very similar curving 1904 Rydquist patent 
tract from coin entry to mechanism. The mecha- 
nism of the Lee-White is similar to that shown in the 
patent, though simpler and less sophisticated. If 
Rydquist was the designer of this machine, it would 
appear he may have learned from this simpler 
mechanism and the problems it may have had in re- 
leasing the coin after the vending cycle. Since there 
is no documentation of a connection between Lee- 
» White and Rydquist, this is all speculative, 
however compelling it might be. 
| The business model 
- The Original incorporation papers filed in 
— South Dakota indicated a capital stock of 
$3 million. When adjusted for inflation, this 
would be the equivalent of well over $75 
_ million today. There is little reason for the 
little town of Brockport, New York, to have 
supported this level of capitalization. On 
January 7, 1904, barely 8 months after the 
incorporation, an article ran in the Brockport 
Reporter soliciting investors in the new com- 
pany. This announcement claimed the com- 
_ pany had been in business for “scarcely two 
' years” and had had sufficient growth for the 
directors to vote to “enlarge the present 
facilities.” They also claimed “net profits of 
30% on all goods leaving the factory.” 

The level of actual growth cannot be 


“LEE-WHITE YENDING MACHINE CO. } 


Nothing siaeaneeel wceeeds Like Success. 
known, but the profit claim 


ame directly from their busi- 
ness model. With the condi- 
tion that only Lee-White 
products could be sold from 
tthe machine, the company 
guaranteed a continuing 
stream of revenue. The 
packages vended were sold 
at acost of 70¢ per 100, 
guaranteeing the 30% profit 
argin on all the penny 
goods sold. That profit would 
ave gone to the jobber and 
not the company, but it is 


There is an ‘i saying that “nothing 
succoods like success.” This has prov- 
en true of the LEE-WHITE, Vending 
Machine Company of Brockport, N.Y. 

Although the Company is younjr,— 
scarcely two years old—they have 
passed the experimental stage and are 
permanently established, doing a profit- 
able business, with a steadily increas- 

“ing demand for their machines, ata tet 
profit of 80 per cent-on all goods -leav- 
ing the factory. Of course the Direct- 
ors of the company are pardonably 
proud of these results, but are plan- 
ning to attain still greater achieve- 
ments {Fr tho futare. Ata recent mect- 
ing, they decided to enlarge the pres- 
ent facilities to meet the growing re- 
quirements 6f the business, 

, ‘To raise the neeessary funds needed 
to dofray this extra expense, the com- 
pany offer, up toand including January 
15th, 190), a limited amount of thoir 
Treasury Stock at 2e per share. 

Atter this date the guaranteed stgck 
will be sold at par only, each share 
guaranteed by the Gold Bond of a lead- 
ing financial institution for its face 
value, 

This is an exceptional opportunity, 
one rarely offered to the public to make 

. avafe, paying investment. From. pres- 
ent indications, it is apparent that the 
stock offered will be taken long before 
the date indicated above. “A word to 


_ the wise is sufficient.” Send- your-su 
scription fot stock to-day to the Lee- 


White Vending Machine Company, 
Brockport, N. Y. 

— pee in 
1904 or 1905, the company moved 
its headquarters to suite 216, in the 
Powers Building in Rochester. This 
was the address for insurance com- 
panies and power brokers of that 
day. Despite this suggestion of cor- 
porate health, the company disap- 
pears from City Directories after this 


time. 

The fate of the company 
The Lee-White Vending Machine : 
Company paid only $7.51 in taxes to ‘he 
state of New York in 1905, and only $1.50 in 1906, 
indicative of poor and declining sales. We can make 
some guesses why this may have happened: Prob- 
lems with the machines and problems with the prod- 
ucts. 

The coin mechanism of the vendor may not have 
been vary reliable, resulting in jams, stuck coins and 
extra product vended. Even when working perfectly, 
the capacity of the machine was somewhat limited, 
with probably no more than 40 or so packages held 
in each of the two vending columns. While 30% 
profits sound attractive, 30% of 80¢ in sales does 
not result in a great living, even at turn-of-the- 
century prices. With little profit and no ownership in 
the machine, the jobber may well have lost interest 
in the enterprise. 
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The second issue with these machines may well 
have been the products sold; pasteboard boxes of 
peanuts, candies and patent medicines. 
Although the peanut was a garden crop for 
much of the colonial period of North Amer- 
ica, it was mostly used as animal feed stock 
until the 1930s. As a quick snack to be 
bought on impulse from a machine, it was 

ip relatively unknown in the early twentieth 

m@ century. Patent medicines were very com- 
mon before the Pure Food and Drug act of 
1906, but you had to have a need before a 
sale was likely. (Even though the medicine 
claimed to cure hay fever, coughs, colds, 

: asthma, sore throat, bronchitis, croup and 
deafness.) Both of these factors would likely have 
lead to poor sales from these machines. 


In the end, a less than eye catching, sometimes 
balky machine, selling products with limited appeal, 
made by a company with marginal funding, from a 
small town in New York State, was not a recipe for 
success. It was, however, the recipe for a rare and 
collectible machine with a fascinating history. 
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‘An Evening at 
“Place de la Musique” 


By Doug Cain 


e evening of Friday, 

April 4, 2014, was cer- 
tainly memorable for the 
members of C.O.C.A. who at- 
tended our special event, An 
Evening at “Place de la Mu- 
sique”. While C.O.C.A. has 
toured The Sanfilippo Col- 
lection several times in the 
past, this trip was made more 
special by combining the tour 
with a catered dinner, held in 
the large open area of the Car- 
ousel Building. Though many 
of us have been to Jasper’s 
estate several times since 
C.O.C.A.’s first trip in April 
2002, judging by the com- 
ments made to me as I toured 
the Carousel Building, we were all surprised at 
what a beautiful venue it was for the dinner. From 
the beautifully restored Eden Palais, the most com- 
plete example of a European salon carousel in exis- 
tence, several ornate American and European fair- 
ground and dance hall organs, towering clocks, and 
restored railway cars bordering the dining area, the 
view in any direction was truly overwhelming. Fol- 
lowing dinner, with music from the 89-key Gaviolt 
band organ of the Eden Palais playing as the car- 
ousel was demonstrated for our group, guests were 
free to experience all of the wonderful mechanical 
marvels of the Carousel Building. Whether it was 
a walk through the restored railway cars, a tour of 
the steam engine room, with a vast exhibit of re- 
stored engines, or a stop to enjoy the carousel and 
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wonderful music machines, there was something to 
excite every one of the 226 members and guests in 
attendance. 

Then it was on to The Victorian Palace, Jasper 
and Marian’s 44,000 square foot mansion almost 
wholly devoted to the collection. Their home, which 
was originally 6,000 square feet, was outgrown 
soon after Jasper began collecting mechanical mu- 
sic machines, and was expanded to accommodate 
the addition of the 1927 Wurlitzer theater organ, 
more music machines, and an area large enough 
for concert seating. As crowds grew for Christmas 
concerts and other events, the decision was made to 
expand the home again, and the addition completed 
in 1992 increased the home to its current size. The 
addition, with the clock tower with spiral staircase, 
elegant main entry foyer, grand staircase, and Mu- 


sic Room designed to be the perfect acoustic home 
for the largest Wurlitzer theater organ ever built, 
complete with balcony and Victorian elevator, also 
featured several historic architectural and mechani- 
cal pieces that Jasper had acquired along the way. 
Whether your interests are mechanical music 
machines, gambling devices, arcade machines, 
popcorn machines, peanut roasters, steam engines, 
great architectural pieces, art glass lamps, stained 
glass windows, or the beauty of The Victorian Pal- 
ace, sO imaginatively and tastefully done, explor- 
ing the elegant mansion and spectacular collection 
is something you’ll never forget. Coins were pro- 
vided, and we were encouraged to play the arcade 
machines and gambling devices, and docents as- 
sisted with explaining and playing the music ma- 
chines. Having toured the “Place de la Musique” 
several time over the years, I’m still amazed every 
time I see it and always leave hoping that | get to 
return again someday. 
The evening ended with everyone gathering in 
the auditorium, capable of seating 350, for a short 
concert played on The Mighty Wurlitzer, the most 
versatile orchestral theater pipe organ ever built. 
Originally built for the Omaha Riviera Theater, the 
organ was expanded to 24 ranks of pipes when first 
installed in the Sanfilippo music room, now known 


as the ‘American Orchestrion Room’, and further 
expanded to 80 ranks upon completion of the audi- 
torium in 1992. With 8000 pipes, the organ is ca- 
pable of playing every sound available to theater 
organists in the 1920’s, and is now regularly played 
in concerts by well-known theater organists. The 
organ has also been fitted with the capability to 
digitally capture the organist’s inputs as selections 
are played, and recreate the performance with the 
computer playing the pieces exactly as they sound- 
ed when played live. Among the popular pieces 
selected by Marty Persky for our enjoyment, and 
to showcase the versatility of the Wurlitzer, were 
Phantom of the Opera, a medley of show tunes, 
Pinball Wizard, from the rock opera Tommy, and 
Chattanooga Choo Choo to end the concert. And 
what a great ending. With the organ playing the 
thunderous sounds of a steam locomotive starting 
out, with train whistle blowing, it feels like you are 
standing at the station. 

If you were unable to attend this year’s event, we 
hope to do it again in another couple years. Try not 
to miss it next time, since it 1s truly something that 
everyone should see at least once in their lifetime. 
It is probably the finest private collection, housed 
in the most beautiful setting that you will ever see. 
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Jennings Modern Vendor — Part 2 


by Rick Akers 


Since my last article was published in the March 2013 issue of COCA, I’ve been busy (off and on) figuring out 


how my Modern Vendor works and restoring it. 


When I first got the machine, I was pretty sure the 
horse race theme reel strips on it were original. After 
studying the payout disc and the stepper unit I realized 
they were NOT original to the machine. They actu- 
ally belong to the Jennings FAST TIME console slot 
machine. The Modern Vendor has a traditional 3-5 
payout Chief mechanism without the payout slides, 
but the third reel also has holes at every stop for a 
cherry payout. If the first reel stops on a cherry, there 
is a 3-credit payout. Ifthe second reel also stops on a 
cherry, plus the third reel every stop is a cherry, there 
is a 5-credit payout. In addition to every stop on the 
third reel having a cherry payout there are additional 
holes for other symbols. As you can see in the “after” 
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picture, there 1s a cherry and a plum symbol on the 
third reel. Line up three plums and the payout 1s 13 
credits. I had to get those reel strip printed. I don’t 
know if my third reel is unique to my machine or 1f all 
Modern Vendors were made this way. I suspect the 
way the 3 and 5 payout is set up, all Modern Vendors 
are the same way. You'll notice on the award card 
there 1s payout/credit information. That wasn’t origi- 
nal, but I thought it made since showing it somewhere. 


The original wording 1s shown above the payout infor- 
mation. Another safety feature | added was an On/Off 
switch on the left side of the cabinet. 


After getting all of the mechanical problems fixed, I started looking at 
the electro-mechanical portion of the machine. This machine has been a 
roller coaster of emotions while trying to get the 1940 electro-mechanical 
parts understood and working. All the frustration of figuring things out, 
then the joy and satisfaction of finally getting it working properly. This is 
pretty much the first EM machine I’ve worked on and all those solenoids, 
relays, and leaf switches were a bit overwhelming at first, especially not 
having anything to tell me what they did. I’ve worked on a couple of 
early 1930’s pinball machines, but all they had were leaf switches and a 
ball kicker or two. At first I tried to figure out the wiring without disturb- 
ing the string wrapping holding the wires together. I quickly came to 

the conclusion that I would have to remove the wrapping to trace each 
wire. Also, looking at the condition of the insulation around the wires, 

I thought it a good idea to go ahead and replace all the wiring. I don’t 
want this thing burning down my house. 


As I mentioned in the previous article, there is very little information 
about this machine available. I never could find any technical informa- 
tion such as a wiring diagram or schematic. So, while working on this 
machine | decided to document everything I could think of. I’ve cre- 
ated a 36-page owner’s/service manual. It covers a brief history of the machine along with four advertisements 
from various magazines. This one I got from the International Arcade Museum in the Automatic Age magazine 
download area. Great web site: http://www.arcade-museum.com/ 
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more on next page 


My manual also covers each component of the machine; cabinet 
along with its wiring, slug rejecter, mechanism and its wiring, 
stepper unit and its wiring, back bonnet and its wiring, theory of 
operation and four wiring diagrams. 


I’ve only found three other Modern Vendors. There is a collector 
in Los Angeles and one in Franklin, WI that have one in their col- 
| lection. Also, one popped up on eBay last February from Pasade- 
| Aa ee =a, MD. The listing stayed up for about three days and I believe 
- - BIBTE | Iai | Bes removed by eBay (didn’t have the disclaimer stating they 
fe / , | wouldn’t sell to certain states). I also heard of a collector that had 
——— one and could never get it to work. Sadly, I heard he gave up and 


threw it away. 


There are a few Modern Vendors out there that have been modified. There was a collector from Milwaukee that 
bought several Modern Vendors from someone in Canada. Some were complete, some were missing parts. He 
took parts from Jennings One- and Four-Star machines and modified the Modern Vendors that were missing 
parts. He also found a very interesting Indian profile to go where the credit dial is located. So, if you see one of 
these machines, now you know they are NOT original. 


If you ever come across one of these machines and would like help getting it going. I will be happy to help. 
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The Good, the Bad, and the 
Upright Perfection - Ben Franklin 


by Bill Howard 


A recent experience | had re- 
minded me of Clint Eastwood's 
spaghetti westerns - "The Good, 
the Bad, and the Ugly, when | 
came to compare the Mills Ben 
Franklin with the Mills Upright 


Perfection. I believe it to be a i 
consensus among collectors that — 

the Ben Franklin is about three — 
times as rare and valuable as its — 


Mills counterpart. 

With this background itn mind, 
I was visiting a friend who had 
just completed unjamming a 
counter-top trade stimulator for 
a customer. It appeared to be a 
wonderful example of a Ben 


Franklin, complete with the ornate front castings, 
complete front decal, and a wonderfully preserved 
quarter-sawed oak case. As I admired it, my inter- 


est peaked when I was told that 


the owner was looking to sell — 


it and that an offer of $2,000 
might just get the deal done. 
Now, coin-op prices may be 
down a bit for trade stimulators, 
but, even so, this buy seemed 
to make a lot of sense. 
However, as I was contem- 
plating leaving an offer, I no- 


ticed something - no stick gum | 


vendor appeared. Maybe this 
was a rare Ben Franklin ver- 


sion that came without one? — 


I decided that further review 


was in order and began collecting resource books 


mous words he spoke so many times 
- "Knowledge is power." Sure enough, 
when I pulled out two such books, 
Tom Gustwiller's For Amusement 
Only, published in 1995 in black and 
white, and his new color coin-op refer- 
ence, Reel Amusement, they told me 
all I needed to know. 

First there was the quote I found on 
page 147 of For Amusement Only un- 
der the Ben Franklin he featured. 


"Stick gum vendor....Take a Ben Frank- 
lin casting and vendor off and you have 


a Mills Upright Perfection". 


At this, as they say, "the light went 


on." Surely the reverse would also be true. Take a 
Mills Upright Perfection and add the Ben Franklin 
front castings and hide the lack of a gum vendor 


receptacle in front and mechanism 


3 p inside, and you have what looks 


like a Ben Franklin. 
Then I picked up my copy of 


| Reel Amusement and discovered 


~ onpage 101 that, although the 1907 
_ Mills Upright Perfection came af- 
— ter the 1903 Ben Franklin, Upright 
— Perfections by Canada and other 
companies had been around since 
1897, and the 1903 Ben Franklin 
was basically the same as these 
Upright Perfections, "but the add- 
ed gum vending attachment was 
put in to make the machine legiti- 


mate anywhere." THUS, ONE OF THE ESSEN- 


to do some research. Wonderful times with the late TIAL FEATURES OF A BEN FRANKLIN WAS 


Dick Bueschel caused me to remember those fa- 


+ 
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ITS GUM VENDING FEATURE. 


Armed with this knowledge, I returned to the ma- 
chine in question for a closer inspection. A more 
detailed, critical view confirmed that these beauti- 
ful and ornate Ben Franklin castings had been add- 
ed to the quarter-sawed oak case. Further, no way 
could the front of this case have accommodated a 
gum receptacle tray found on a Ben Franklin. The 
lower Ben Franklin casting had been added and po- 
sitioned to disguise this fact. Finally, the inside of 
the case could never have accommodated any gum 
vending mechanism. 

My thoughts went back to that quote from "For 
Amusement Only". Obviously, the Ben Franklin 
castings, as nice as they appeared, had been added 


to a nice example of a Mills Upright Perfection to 
make it appear to be a terrific example of a Ben 
Franklin at three times the thrill and three times the 
value. 

So, there you have it! An inquisitive mind won- 
dering why a Ben Franklin had no gum mechanism, 
coupled with two great reference books, rescued 
this misguided soul from making a bad mistake by 
purchasing one machine and thinking it was another 
more expensive one. Good knowledge used in bad 
behavior to facilitate an ugly result was foiled by 
even better knowledge available through research 
from valuable source books. Needless to say, I left 
without making an offer. 
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MEMORABILIA ALSO. 
GAMES RESTORED. 

GUNS REPAIRED. 
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www.RetroDecals.com 
Fresh Waterslide Decals 


SLOT MACHINES TRADE STIMULATORS 


JUKE BOXES 
Coin-Operations 


Paul Hindin 
3712 W. Scenic Ave. 
Mequon, WI 53092 
262-242-3131 or 414-559-9681 
E-mail: Bedvibr8or@aol.com 


We buy, sell, and trade. 
GUM & PEANUT MACHINES ARCADE MACHINES 


BA VintageVille 


re “TF over 2,500 UNIQUE VINTAGE ITEMS FOR SALE 
* ie . 7 . 
ee A Virtual Town Of Old 
a Stores Located 
) Somewhere In the Past 
Dime Store ~ Rx ~ General Store ~ Gas & Oil 
Magic Tricks Gags & Pranks ~ AG ~ Pin-Ups ~ 
= Tavern ~ Ephemera ~ Tobacco Store ~ Penny 
, Arcade ~ Tins & Trays ~ Coin Operated 
Machines ~ Dairy Parlor ~ Drive In ~ Candy 
fe Store Items ~ Soda Fountain ~ Old Advertising 


ame www. VintageVille.com 
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Alwoys plenty of Coin-Op For Sale & Wanted 
on the COCA Website FREE Classified Ads. 
www.coinopclub.org/classified-ads 


Find fast links on the COCA Calendar 
to upcoming Coin-Op Auctions, 
Auction Catalogs, Shows and Events. 


www.coinopclub.org/calendar 


Buying or Selling Coin-Op 
or other Game Room Goodies? 
Try a FREE COCA Classified Ad. 
It's Quick & Easy 
www.coinopclub.org/place-ad 


----- TALES OF THE HUNT ------ 
Remember it is up to the members to submit their stories. 
Please send to Jack Freund... 
635 Alex Dr., Elkhorn, WI 53121, (262) 203-0036 or Email: jogum@msn.com. 


GUMBALLS GALORE 
- WANTED - 


@ ANTIQUE ADVERTISING 
@ NEON CLOCKS & SIGNS 
® SODA FOUNTAIN COLLECTIBLES 
® GUM RELATED ITEMS 
@ COUNTRY STORE ITEMS 
- COIN OPERATED MACHINES - 
GUM & PEANUT, SLOTS, 
JUKE BOXES, COKE MACHINES 


Randy & Sue Razzoog Grand beers Mi 49504 
716 Fairfield N.W. (616) 453-8044 


Email: suhara@ameritech.net 


E-Mail: jbgum @msn.com CEL: 262-203-0036 


SLOTS OF FUN 


BUYING VENDING COLLECTIONS 
BUYING TRADE STIMULATOR COLLECTIONS 
LARGE OR SMALL...!1 BUY THEM ALL 


JACK FREUND CALL ANYTIME 


P.O. Box 4 262-723-7341 
Springfield, WI 53176 352-854-9242 


NEW 


A Manual for Mills 
Slots 1906-1969 


Profusely Illustrated 

with Parts Labeled 

and their Functions 
Fully Described 


Dealer Discounts 
Avatilable 


CECELT LORI LES TEST LSI i TPLLALL CAL CELECTELCTT 


Using this guidebook and a few basic tools 
anyone can service, trouble shoot and follow 
the step by step restoration of the Mills mech. 


To order a copy send $25 to Marshall Fey 
2925 West Moana Lane, Reno, NV 89509 


To view pictures of sample pages of the 
New spiracoil bound Mills Manual go to_ | 
www.LibertyBelleBooks.com | 


Manuals and Other Books On the Website 
e-mail mfey@ LibertyBelleBooks.com 
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Specializing in 
CLASSIC CARS 
~ Over 20 Years of Show Quality Plating - 
Speed & Sport Chrome Plating 
404 Broadway, Houston, Texas 77012 


(713) 921-0235 - CRAIG BIERMAN 
speedsportchrome.com 
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EVERYTHING oR YoUR GAMERooM 
~ £UN ¢ UNUSUAL NoSTALGIA ITEMS - 


33, 45, 78 rpm Record Players * Kiddie Rides » Phones 
Cash Registers * Lollipop Scales * Diggers * Mutoscopes 
Repair Manuals * Popcorn ¢ Slot Stands « Record Sets 
Fortune Tellers * Gas Pumps * Neon * Gumball * Vending 
Slots « Jukes *« Coke « Video * Pinball * Gambling * Neon 


FREE Email Newsletter - FREE Classified Ads 


www.GameRoomAntiques.com 
OVER 100 WEB PAGES - NEW STUFF EVERY WEEK 
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- CLASSIFIED ADS - 


FOR SALE: Cash box for Mills OK Gum Vendor or Mills 


FOR SALE: Beautiful copy of the original Mansfield Mirrored 
Marquee with clip-on attachment. Complete your machine 
and greatly increase the value. Total cost with priority ship- 
ping and insurance is $199.95. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com; SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


FOR SALE: Replacement back doors for Yellow Zeno ma- 
chines. Pulver doors, sold out, Zeno $100. Very limited. Free 
shipping in U.S. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com; SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


FOR SALE: Back issues of C.0.C.A. magazine. $6.00 each, 
delivered. 
C.0.C.A., 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092. 


FOR SALE: Reproduction copies of the following items:1) All 
paper for the WADDELL BICYCLE WHEEL - $60 set. 

2) Baseball playfield for PEO & GOTTLIEB "World 
Champion" countertop baseball game - $25. each. 

3) E-Z marquees (numbers game or baseball) - $8. each. 
4) Rubber gaskets for Columbus machines and others - 
$2.50 each. Quantity discount - 10 or more gaskets. 

5) Back door locks for wooden Zenos - $25. each 

6) "BALL GUM" aluminum marquees for the Caille Fortune 
Ball Gum trade stimulator and others. As nice as original - 
$50. each. All prices plus shipping. 

Contact: Jack Freund, 635 Alex Dr., Elkhorn, WI 53121, 
(262) 203-0036 or Email: jogum@msn.com. 


FOR SALE: Do you own a countertop "MILLS WIZARD" For- 
tune Teller? Are you tired of the same old questions over 
and over? | have six different sets of questions and answers 
available. Many (not all) are original, old stock. Each set 
comes with question card, answer disc and installation in- 
structions. Price is $69. per set, plus shipping. 

Contact: Jack Freund, 635 Alex Dr., Elkhorn, WI 53121, 
(262) 203-0036 or Email: jogum @msn.com. 


FOR SALE: Parts for many types of gumball and peanut 
machines, vending machines and arcade games. Over 
100 different globes, over 600 different decals, over 100 
different locks, over 30 different types of rubber feet, plus 
gaskets, hardware and hundreds of other parts. Visit our 
web site at www.CrowRiver.com/coinop. 


FOR SALE: Coin-op books. We have over 350 books in 
stock on coin-op and related subjects. Slot machines, trade 
stimulators, arcade, jukebox, pinball, vending and others. 
Many out-of-print and hard to find titles. Check it out at 
www.CrowRiver.com/coinop. 


FOR SALE: Dealer discounts are now available for over 
90% of the decals in our inventory, 40% off an order of at 
least $100 (at net prices). Just call and register as a dealer 
and start saving money on your decal purchases. Call 
Roger at 888-596-4992 for details or go www.CrowRiver. 
com/dealer. 


Automatic Gum Vendor, $130. New glass for Gottleib Skill 
Shot, $200. 

Contact: Keith (218) 742-7111 or 

Email: Geela@comcast.net 


PULVER REPAIR: Is your Pulver mechanism broken or in 
bad shape? | do Pulver mechanism repair and restoration. 
All models, tall or short case. From cleaning and tune up to 
main spring replacement or new paint. Free estimates. 
Contact: Jack Freund, 635 Alex Dr., Elkhorn, WI 53121, 
(262) 203-0036 or Email: jogum @msn.com. 


PAYING TOP DOLLAR for Counter Top Cigar Cutters. 
Only interested in cutters that advertise cigars, both single 
and double cut, with or without lamps. 

Contact: Paul Hindin, (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com 


WANTED: Looking for a Opee Chee and other L Shaped 
vending machines. Also Pulver porcelain panels in good 
condition. 

Contact: Ron Pulver, (608) 225-9702 or 

Email: RSPul@ yahoo.com 


WANTED: Mills, round finger mechanism, any condition. 
All parts for Mills OK Gum Vendor or Mills Automatic Gum 
Vendor. Also need heating element for Holcomb & Hoke 
Money Maker. 

Contact: Keith (218) 742-7111 or 

Email: Geela@comcast.net 


WANTED: Have cash, will travel. Collector looking to pur- 
chase early vending, gumball and peanut machines and 
unusual counter-top machines. Also looking to buy sports 
related counter machines. Top cash paid. 

Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681. 


WANTED: Golf Ball Slot and Kitty Slot Machine. Also buying 
German, French and English chocolate and gum machines. 
Paul Hindin, 3712 West Scenic Ave., Mequon, WI 53092; 
Phone: (262) 242-3131 or (414) 559-9681 or 

Email: BedVibr80r@ aol.com; SEE ME AT: drcoinop.com 


WANTED: | need for a Model 21 Columbus Machine Base. 
Also need a plate for the E-Z Gumball Machine. 
Please call Fred at (610) 675-8761 or (386) 426-2103. 


Do you have a 2 wheel bicycle trade stimulator? | need, 
serial numbers and other information for an article that 

will appear in COCA TIMES MAGAZINE. Thanks, Please 
contact Bill Petrochuk, Bill@Mebtel.net 919-304-4455, 8-5 
Eastern. 


Zygmunt er Associates 


Juke Box Distributor for the Wurlitzer 1015 
((One More Time)) It’s a Real Wurlitzer - Over 11,000 Units Sold 
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WE WANT TO BUY SLOT MACHINES! 


WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR ALL TYPES OF SLOT MACHINES OR 


GAMBLING RELATED MACHINES IN ANY CONDITION, ANY QUANTITY, 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD, AND WILL ARRANGE PICK-UP. 


Our Website is zygmuntonline.com which will show type of machines we are looking for. 
Phone: (630) 985-2742 + FAX: (630) 985-5151 * Email: zygml015@aol.com 
P.O. Box 542 - Westmont, Illinois 60559 
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Victorian Casino Antiques 
Presents a 3-Day Auction ™ 
September 1921* 2014 2 
FEATURING 
Wiliam A. Harrah Collection of 


Antique Gambling Machines 
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» This auction will feature more upright single 


and double wheel slot machines than ever sold 
at any one place at any one time. 
Items will be viewable on our website! 


WWW. VCAAUCTION.COM = _--7e 


There will be telephone and internet bidding on all days t= ae oF =. | 


For more information, please call or write to: 


VICTORIAN CASINO ANTIQUES 
4920 Arville Street, #1 
Las Vegas, NV 89103 
Phone - (702) 382-2466 
Fax - (702) 382-6513 
vca@lvcoxmail.com 


